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SUBJECT: F=5G'S FOR JorDAN: "A SLAP IN THE FACE"

' 1. (U) APRIL 14 JORDAN TIMES QUOTES A NEW YORK )
 TIMES ARTICLE REPORTINGA US COMPROMISE ARMS SALE
. YO JORDAN WHICH WOULD gxCLUDE F=16'S AND MOBILE

' I=HAWK MISSILES BUT PERMIT THE SALE OF F=5G | 3
" AIRCRAFT, )
2. (U) AN EDITORIAL Iy THE SAME ISSUE CALLED )
. THE "COMPRCMISE®™ A SLAp IN THE FACE OF THE ‘
‘ CONFIDENTIAL D
State Dept. review completed.|
)
J

Approved For Release 2008/06/17 : CIA-RDP84B00049R001503870016-6




Approved For Release 2008/06/17 : CIA-RDP84B00049R001503870016-6 ’

..’
CONFIDENTIAL B
'STATE
. ..-----.---.----------;;---.---.----'-------u----.-.--;;------------------h--.:,--o
| 82 8407234  SCO PAGE 002 NC 8407234 Yy
! TOR: 141515Z APR 82 ,
. .-‘..-.---.-..-.--.-.--.....-.-c--.-.-----.----.-----------_'-----------..-------'
' ARABS, IT STATED THAT THE FUNDAMENTAL TENET OF )
" THE REAGAN MIDDLE EAST pOLICY IS THE MAINTENANCE
OF ISRAEL'S GUALITATIVE MILITARY EDGE, SELLING : )
F=5G'S TO JORDAN WHILE SELLING F=16'S TO ISRAEL
. 18 INSULTING AND WILL fFyRTHER STRAIN OLD U,S,
- FRIENDSHIPS IN THE MIDpLE EAST. (FULL TEXT IN y
_LAST PARAGRAPH), '

.34 (C) COMMENT: THE gpITORIAL EXPRESSED WHAT 3y
MANY JORDANIANS HAVE TorD US: A U.8. REFUSAL TO .
FILL JORDAN'S LEGITIMATg DEFENSIVE NEEDS, I.E.,
_ PROVIDE SOPHISTICATED AIRCRAFT AND AJR DEFENSE )
- SYSTEMS,WHILE SELLING ygRAEL THE MOST ADVANCED
TECHNOLOGY DEMONSTRATEg ISRAELI CONTROL OVER :
U.Se FOREIGN POLICY, THE OBVIOUS LESSON, MANY Y
- JORDANIANS CONCLUDE, Is TO LOOCK ELSEWHERE TO

MEET JORDAN'S DEFENSIVg NEEDS, '
4, BEGIN TEXT

REAL FRIENDS DON'T SLAp

THE NEW YORK TIMES HAS REPORTED THAT THE REAGAN : . )

ADMINISTRATION IS PREpARING A "COMPROMISE"™ DEAL ‘

TO SELL JORDAN THE F=S5g TIGERSHARK FIGHTER JET WHILE )

DENYING JORDAN THE SALg OF IMPROVED HAWK MISSILES OR

THE F=16 FIGHTER JET, 7 ADDED THAT THE DEAL IS -

- LOOMING AS A TEST CASE fgOR THE REAGAN ADMINISTRATION'S >

. MIDDLE EAST POLICY, WHIcH, IT QUOTED REAGAN ADMINIS- f

TRATION OFFICIALS AS SAYING, WAS "TO CONTINUE TO

SUPPORT ISRAEL WHILE TRYING ALSO TO WIN NEW ARAB D

FRIENDS,"

. IF THE TIMES REPORT IS ACCURATE, OUR INITIAL FEELING

IS THAT A REAGAN MIDDLg EAST POLICY BASED ON A PROPOSED )

COMPROMISE SUCH AS THIs IS NOT ONLY UNLIKELY TO WIN NEw

ARAB FRIENDS, BUT IS VIRTUALLY CERTAIN TO FURTHER

. STRAIN THE.TIES OF FRIENDSHIP THAT HAVE EXISTED FOR ' )
MANY YEARS WITH SOME VgrY OLD AND SINCERE ARAB FRIENDS, ‘ .

» THE FUNDAMENTAL TENET gfF WHAT THE REAGAN ADMINISTRATION -

- 18 DOING -IN THE MIDDLE gAST IS THAT ISRAEL MUST MAIN=- =

© TAIN A QUALITATIVE TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANTAGE OVER THE , J

- COMBINED FORCES OF ALL THE ARAB STATES, THAT TENET ' :
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IS UNACCEPTARLE TQ THE ARABS, AND IS AT THE HEART OF
THE SLOWLY DISINTEGRATING WEB OF TRADITIONALLY FRIENDLY
TIES BETWEEN THE UNITEp STATES AND MANY ARAB CQUNTRIES,
WE ARE AMAZ2ED YET AGAIN BY THE NAIVE, SIMPLISTIC, IN=-
SULTING AND ARROGANT ATTITUDE AMONG AMERICAN DECISION=
MAKERS THAT ARAB STATEg WILL ACCEPT SO-CALLED COMPROMISE
DEALS THAT SACRIFICE ARAB DIGNITY AND SELF-RESPECT AT
THE ALTAR OF AMERICAN gyBSERVIENCE TO ISRAELI FEARS ANp R
POLITICAL BLACKMAIL. 17 SOUNDS LIKE WHAT WE MAY BE -
GETTING FROM WASHINGTON IS A BIG FAT SLAP IN THE FACE,
THIS HARDLY SEEMS THE waAY TO WIN == OR KEEP == FRIENDS,

END TEXT, VIETS

)
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